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The present special issue of the Journal of Symbolic Computation is dedicated to the life and work
of Dr. Karin Gatermann, whose untimely death on New Year’s Day 2005 incurred a significant loss to
the Symbolic Computation community worldwide.
The authors of the contributions in this issue were influenced by Karin’s work. The topics of the
papers are closely related to earlier papers of Karin and she would, we believe, have liked very much
to see this special issue appear.
One of the papers bears Karin’s name as author. This paper was begun the year before her death
and was difficult to complete without her.
Tributes to the life and work of Karin have appeared on both sides of the Atlantic, including the
ORCCA website http://www.orcca.on.ca/gatermann/ and the Computeralgebra Rundbrief volume 36,
March 2005 http://www.fachgruppe-computeralgebra.de/CAR/.
A Colloquium to honour her memory was held in January 2006, in her native Hamburg http://
kolloquium.math.uni-hamburg.de/gatermann/, one year after her death.
Those who met Karin and had the opportunity to work and interact with her know that she
was a kind-hearted person, always smiling, always ready to help others, always giving, always
stimulating and inspirational. Meeting Karin was a most gratifying experience, at both the personal
and professional levels. The Symbolic Computation research community has lost one of its foremost
members and she will be very greatly missed by colleagues and friends alike.
E-mail addresses: Rob.Corless@uwo.ca (R.M. Corless), lauterbach@math.uni-hamburg.de (R. Lauterbach),
moeller@mathematik.uni-dortmund.de (H.-M. Möller).
1 Tel.: +1 519 661 2111; fax: +1 519 661 3523.
0747-7171/$ – see front matter© 2009 Published by Elsevier Ltd
doi:10.1016/j.jsc.2009.05.001
1534 R.M. Corless et al. / Journal of Symbolic Computation 44 (2009) 1533–1535
We believe that the algorithms she invented will have a very strong influence in many directions
of research in Symbolic Computation. We also hope that the present issue of the Journal of Symbolic
Computation will prove a fitting celebration of Karin’s achievements.
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